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Prof Hägg (first on L) receives a souvenir from Dr Ovesnik and Prof Farčnik 

 
 

 

HKU Faculty of Dentistry orthodontist 
gives major international lecture  
 

Prof Urban Hägg, Chair Professor of Orthodontics at the HKU Faculty of 

Dentistry delivered the Sheldon Friel Memorial Lecture at the 86th Congress 

of the European Orthodontic Society, in Portorož, Slovenia, on 16 June 2010. 
 

Titled “The facial profile: changes with and 

without treatment”, Prof Hägg’s thought-provoking 

presentation surveyed some widely used orthodontic 

(tooth-straightening) methods and assessed the evidence 

so far available on the effectiveness of various 

treatments. He also reviewed some widely held 

assumptions surrounding orthodontic procedures aimed 

at repositioning patients’ lower jaws, and concluded by 

providing some clinical guidance that took into account a 

combination of “science, a dose of common sense, and 

clinical preference”. About 1600 delegates attended his 

lecture. 

 

Dr Maja Ovesnik, President of the European Orthodontic Society, and Prof Franc Farčnik, 

Chairman of the Scientific Committee for the 86th Congress of the European Orthodontic Society, 

thanked Prof Hägg for presenting the Sheldon Friel Memorial Lecture at this year’s conference, 

saying that his presence and reputation helped in “lifting the quality of this international 

professional meeting to a high level”. 

 

Initiated in the early 1970s, the Sheldon Friel Memorial Lecture commemorates Ernest Sheldon 

Friel (1888-1970), a pioneer in orthodontics and the first Professor of Orthodontics in Europe. He 

helped to establish the dental specialty in Europe and was the President of the European 

Orthodontic Society from 1935 to 1937. People who are selected to deliver this prestigious lecture 

are internationally distinguished and highly revered experts in their fields. Past speakers have 

included Prof Sven Kreiborg of the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, and Prof Frans van der 

Linden of Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands. 

 
### 

 
For more information about the European Orthodontic Society, visit <http://www.eoseurope.org>. For the 
basics of Orthodontics, visit http://facdent.hku.hk/engagement/community/pdf/Orthodontics.pdf, and for 
more information about the HKU Faculty of Dentistry, visit <http://facdent.hku.hk>. For more information 
about Prof Urban Hägg, visit <http://facdent.hku.hk/about/academicstaff_info.php?sid=d0018&year=2010>. 
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Ms Melody Tang, Communications and Development Unit, HKU Faculty of Dentistry; Tel: 2859 0210; E-mail: 
meltang@hkucc.hku.hk  

 
 
©  2010 Faculty of Dentistry, The University of Hong Kong. Prepared by Dr T Lane, Knowledge Transfer Unit, HKU Faculty of Dentistry. 
Although every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the contents of this news release, they do not necessarily reflect the 
official policies of the Faculty or University and are intended for informational or educational use only; the copyright owner accepts no 
responsibility for errors or omissions.  

http://ejo.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Frans+P.G.M.+van+der+Linden&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://ejo.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Frans+P.G.M.+van+der+Linden&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.eoseurope.org/
http://facdent.hku.hk/engagement/community/pdf/Orthodontics.pdf
http://facdent.hku.hk/
http://facdent.hku.hk/about/academicstaff_info.php?sid=d0018&year=2010
mailto:euohagg@hkusua.hku.hk
mailto:meltang@hkucc.hku.hk

